into battle
and those who have worked for them. There is no more far-seeing
investment for a nation than to put milk, food and education
into young children. If you add to that respect for law, knowledge
of the traditions of the country and love of freedom—you have,
at any rate, the foundations of national survival. Is it not also
refreshing to find that the introduction of compulsory service has
not prevented or even checked an immense flow of volunteering
by those who were outside the class summoned to the Colours.
The men are all right and the men are there. If only our Govern-
ment had made the necessary preparations to have a great store of
equipment and munitions in good time as they might easily have
done, as they were repeatedly urged to do, we should soon have
the Army in as high a state of preparedness as our Navy and our
Air Force. However, the Prime Minister has at last agreed to a
Ministry of Supply and now we can only trust everything will be
accomplished as fast as possible.
But let me now return, thus fortified, to the supreme issue
which lies before us. What is Herr Hitler going to do ? Is he going
to try to blow up the world or not ? The world is a very heavy
thing to blow up. An extraordinary man at a pinnacle of power
may create a great explosion, and yet the civilised world may
remain unshaken. The enormous fragments and splinters of the
explosion may clatter down upon his own head and destroy him
and all who stand around him, but the world will go on. Civilisation
will not succumb ; the working people in the free countries will
not be enslaved again. If war is forced upon the world by the Nazi
party of Germany nearly three-quarters of the human race will
directly or indirectly loose their weight against them, and I have no
doubt that after a struggle which will certainly be severe and may
be long, democracy and civilisation will beat off the assault and
resume its onward march.
We are told from many quarters that the German dictator
cannot be made to believe that His Majesty's Government will fight
for Danzig. What is Danzig ? Danzig is not only a city. It
has become a symbol. An act of violence against the Polish
Republic, whether it arises from without or from within, will raise
an issue of world importance. The Foreign Secretary has told us
that force will be met by force, and not one voice in Britain has
been raised to contradict him. An attack upon Poland at the
present time would be a decisive and irrevocable event. It is of the
highest importance that the Nazi party in Germany should not
mislead themselves upon the temper of the British and French
democracies.
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